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Introduction

The Institute of Business Law and Comparative Law & Politics (IBC) was established within the Graduate Schools for Law and Politics,
University of Tokyo, in April 2006.

The IBC conducts its research activities through the two divisions of the BLC and ICCLP. The BLC carries out general theoretical and
practical research on business law, and comprehensive research on the pedagogy of educating legal practitioners. The ICCLP promotes

international research and education in the fields of Law and Politics.
The objectives of the IBC are to promote advanced research and collaboration among leading Japanese and foreign scholars and practitioners;
to encourage the practical application of their research; and to promote research and education for the next generation of young scholars. The

IBC undertakes these endeavours based on the three keywords of people, place and information: ‘the creation of human networks’, ‘a place

for research and exchange’, and the ‘dissemination of information’.
2021 Activities Report

The 62nd Comparative Law and Politics Symposium

: Recent Development of Sustainability Corporate Governance
: 11 March 2022
: Online (Zoom Webinar)
: Professor KANSAKU Hiroyuki
: Professor KANSAKU Hiroyuki; KAWAKAMI Toshihiro, Cabinet Office, IP Strategy Promotion Secretariat Counselor;
ANDO Satoshi, Director, OMRON Corporation; FUIIMURA Takehiro, Mitsubishi Corporation; ISHIKAWA Mai, Japan
Securities Research Institute; MATSUT Hideyuki, Professor, Rikkyo University
: Professor MATSUI Tomoyo; TAKEI Kazuhiro, Partner, Nishimura & Asahi; Professor KANSAKU Hiroyuki
(Supported by East Japan Railway Company and SHOJIHOMU)




<Visiting Professors>
April 2021-March 2022
NAKAKUBO Hiroya, Professor, Hitotsubashi University

April 2021-March 2022
FURUYA Kazuyuki, Chairman, Japan Fair Trade Commission

April 2021-March 2022
HOSAKA Masaki, Partner, Nishimura & Asahi

<Seminars>

*See p.7 in Japanese.

<Study Meetings>

*See p.7 in Japanese.

<Supporting the 14th Annual BESETO Conference>
Title: Legal Issues Posed by COVID-19

Date: 5 November 2021

Venue: Online

(Sponsored by University of Tokyo, Beijing University and Seoul National University)

Publications

‘The University of Tokyo Business Law Working Paper Series (English) No.2021-E-01, No.2021-E-02
hetps://www.j.u-tokyo.ac.jp/en/research/blwps/




<Visiting Professor>
April 2021-March 2023
SATO Taketsugu, The Asahi Shimbun

<ICCLP Researchers>
April 2021-August 2021

KAWAGUCHI Hirofumi

October2021-March 2022 (Extended in the 2022 Academic year.)
TAKAMIYA Shusuke

Report of the Researcher

The strong influence of the House of Councillors in the political process is now widely recognized through the twisted Diet and the deterrence
of the LDP in the House of Councillors from implementing the policies of the Prime Minister. However, in order to evaluate the significance
of the existence of the House of Councillors, it is necessary to examine whether the deterrent power of the House of Councillors is not merely

the result of a power struggle, but also the result of the fulfillment of the role originally expected of the House of Councillors.

As a function expected of the House of Councillors, this study focuses on the function that reflects the public opinion different from that of
the House of Representatives. I show the differences in the policy preferences and careers of the members of the two houses within the major

political parties and their political consequences, and makes a new argument for the uniqueness of the House of Councillors” function.

Now, the House of Councillors constituency is much wider than the House of Representatives constituency, and since individual supporters’
associations lose their effectiveness, the prefectural federation of LDP play an important role in the elections. This tendency is compounded
by the existence of the middle constituency part, which increases the importance of fixed votes. In the proportional districts of the House of
Councillors, there are many industry representatives and regional representatives (“local candidates”) who receive support from a particular
prefectural federation. As a result, the LDP in the House of Councillors strongly expresses the interests of local political circles and industry
groups, and is more inclined than the LDP in the House of Representatives to pursue economic policies characteristic of the traditional

economic system, such as public works projects, protection of domestic industry, and government protection of the postal service.

In addition, I show that the House of Councillors members are still actively promoting pork barrel politics even after the reform of the House
of Representatives election system, that they have blocked the agricultural cooperative reform that Prime Minister Koizumi had once aimed

for, and that there were more dissenters in the Diet for the postal privatization bill than in the House of Representatives.

And then I also discuss how these characteristics of the House of Councillors constituencies have been shaped historically. In the 1970s, in
the wake of the oil crisis, the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) headquarters, which felt threatened by the stagnation of the party, took the

initiative in developing local party organizations. This trend strengthened with the reform of the House of Representatives election system.

The Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ) in the House of Councillors also followed the same mechanism as the LDP, and became more likely to
express the interests of labor unions (especially public sector workers) than the party’s House of Representatives members, and took a leftist
position on security and economic policies. As the party’s policies become more left-leaning, electoral cooperation with the Communist Party

was promoted, which was a distant cause of the dissolution of the Democratic Party by the Party of Hope. I also show that conflicts between

upper and lower house members at the prefectural federation level make it difficult to develop local party organizations.

(TAKAMIYA Shusuke)




Publication

IBC April 2020-March 2021 (30 July 2021)

IBC

Supporting the School of Law

Summer School

Date: 27 May-10 August 2021

Venue: Online

Title: Global Trends in Competition Law & Politics

Number of participants: 44 from Japan, 9 from China, Korea and Singapore

Teaching staff: Jacques Buhart, Partner, Lawyer, McDermott Will & Emery, Paris, France and Brussels, Belgium ; Harry First, Professor,
New York University School of Law; Andreas Fuchs, Professor, Osnabrueck University; Andrew I. Gavil, Professor,
Howard University School of Law; John M. Newman, Professor, University of Miami School of Law ; Eleonora OCELLO,
Policy Officer, European Commission; Professor SHIRAISHI Tadashi; Professor Simon AW. VANDE WALLE; Professor
HIRANO Haruo

Endowed Chair in ‘Politics and Mass Media (Asahi Shimbun)’

Special Guests for the Class for ‘Politics and Mass Media’

*See p.9 in Japanese.

The Top Global University Project

The Seventh Research Exchange Seminar in collaboration with Peking University Law School

Title: Current Legal Issues Relating to Aging Society in China and Japan
Venue: TKP Garden City PREMIUM Kyobashi
Dates: 22-23 January 2022
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